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Speakers 
• Erin Pollard, Project Officer, Institute of Education  

Sciences 
• Bridget Thomas, PhD, Senior Education Researcher, 

Quality Information Partners, Inc. 
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Agenda
◦ What is a systematic evidence review? 
◦ Brief overview of ERIC
◦ Using ERIC to identify relevant sources for systematic 

review 
◦ Specific ERIC features
◦ Q&A
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Systematic Evidence Review
• Collects and critically analyzes multiple research studies

• Specifies research questions, then identifies articles that 
can specifically speak to those questions 

• Uses a clearly defined process to identify and select 
appropriate articles

• Allows the development of an exhaustive review of the 
current literature related to your research questions
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Recent IES Systematic Reviews
• Summary of Research Generated by Striving Readers on the 
Effectiveness of Interventions for Struggling Adolescent 
Readers. ED560732

• A Systematic Review of the Relationships between Principal 
Characteristics and Student Achievement. ED561940

• The Effects of Increased Learning Time on Student 
Academic and Nonacademic Outcomes: Findings from a 
Meta-Analytic Review. ED545233
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Why Systematic Reviews are 
Important
• Summarizes research findings across a potentially 
large number of studies
• increases the overall number of participants
• strengthens conclusions drawn about research questions
• provides a larger amount of data
• shows consistencies in findings across multiple studies 

• If there are discrepancies among studies or gaps in 
the literature, systematic review can also indicate 
places where additional research is needed. 
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The ERIC Database – 1.6 Million 
Resources
• 1,141 academic journals, plus  

• 812 non-journal sources providing
• Government documents
• White papers
• Conference papers
• Other research

materials 
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Initial Limiters
• Publication date

• Publication type

• Peer review 
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Other Key Limiters
• Source 

• Author
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ERIC Identifiers

10



Descriptors
• Search tags assigned to each   
article or report 

• Indicate the main topics of the 
material

• Help classify it within a topic
• Reflect the specificity of the 
document
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Questions?
Email: ERICRequests@ed.gov

Facebook: facebook.com/SearchEduResources

Twitter: @ERICinfo
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