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Overview 
• What changes have we seen in ERIC in the 

past year? 
• What changes are coming? 
• What is open access and how will it impact 

ERIC? 



New ERIC Website 



Benefits of the Cloud 
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Selection Policy 



Collections Advisory Group 
• An advisory group of nine experts in library science 

from institutions around the country provided input 
during the policy review. 

CAG Objectives: 
• Present recommendations for revisions to the 

existing ERIC Selection Policy, including policy for 
user-submitted materials. 

• Assist in review of current ERIC sources and propose 
recommendations regarding the indexing of journals 
and other source materials for inclusion in ERIC. 



Collections Advisory Group 
Members 
• Tahirah Akbar-Williams (Johns Hopkins) 
• Elana Broch (Princeton University) 
• Bridget Burns (State Department) 
• Andrea Copeland (Indiana University) 
• Deborah Garson (Harvard University) 
• John Harer (East Carolina University) 
• Toni Nolen (Southern Methodist University) 
• Dana Peterman (University of California at Irvine) 
• Tim Watts (Kansas State University) 



Why the new Selection Policy? 
• Increase selectivity of new resources in ERIC to 

provide searchers with the very best education 
research articles and reports.  

• Enable ERIC to bypass less relevant resources 
and focus on the most important education 
literature without incurring a backlog of 
material. 

• Ensure the best use of taxpayer dollars– we will 
still be indexing 4,000 records a month, but want 
to ensure that those records are meaningful 
additions to the collection. 



Goals of the New Selection Policy 
1. Assure each approved source is relevant to one 

or more of the topic areas in the IES authorizing 
legislation and is education research.  

 
◦ Research includes original presentations of education 

work or study, such as data and/or empirical analysis; 
literature reviews or summaries of a field; methodological 
work; presentations or critiques of theories; or logic 
models that can guide practice.  
 

 

http://ies.ed.gov/pdf/PL107-279.pdf
http://ies.ed.gov/pdf/PL107-279.pdf


Goals of the New Selection Policy 
2. Increase the number of rigorous and relevant 

non- peer reviewed, full-text material 
◦ Sources include policy organizations, institutional 

repositories, research organizations, state and district 
research offices, and technical assistance providers. 

◦ Materials considered rigorous have undergone a 
review process and present a method and a scholarly 
approach that is reasonable and sound to the field.  

◦ Materials considered relevant have demonstrable 
bearing on the field of education. 



Goals of the New Selection Policy 
3. Limit citation-only indexing to those materials 

that are peer reviewed or are of substantial rigor 
and relevance. 

 

4. Increase the number of peer-reviewed, full-text 
materials in ERIC. 
 



Goals for the New Selection 
Policy 

Existing mix in 2011 



Journals and Non-Journals List 



New Newsflashes 
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PDF restoration process 



PDF Restoration Process 



PDF Restoration Process 



Online Submission System 
• Types of materials eligible for online submission  
◦ All types of non-journal materials are eligible. 
◦ Preference is given to content funded by the Department of 

Education or other federal agencies; professional conference 
papers or proceedings; reports from credible sources not yet 
reviewed for selection; and dissertations, theses and 
practicum papers. 

◦ A journal article is eligible only if it is a result of federal 
funding or is submitted by the author. 

 



Online Submission System 
• Types of materials that will not be accepted 

through online submission:  
◦ Full or partial journal issues; only individual articles are 

accepted. 
◦ Stand-alone lesson plans; however, a document comparing 

or analyzing lesson plans may be submitted.  
◦ Subject-matter related content that is deemed to not meet 

the ERIC standard of being education research. 
◦ Web sites, web pages, and blogs.  
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ERIC Topic Pages 
• Counseling 
• Early Learning 
• Literacy and Communication 
• Adult Learning 
• Higher Education 
• Technology in Education 
• Education Policy 
• Students with Special Needs 
• Standards & Assessment 
• Student Populations 
• Teaching and Teacher Education 
• Research to Practice 
• Educational Access 
• Educational Leadership 
• K-12 Education 



Coming soon… 
• Call center hours 

• Webinars 

• Videos 
• API 

• ERIC Topic pages 

 



Public Access 
• IES just announced 88 new research grants for 

$41.5 million to be awarded in 2014 

• When the peer reviewed research resulting from 
those grants is published it will be freely 
available in ERIC 



Changes are coming: access to 
publicly funded scientific research 
• Some percentage of research indexed in ERIC has 

been funded, in whole or in part, by grants from 
government agencies 

• Publishers add value through peer-review,  
editorial oversight, and dissemination 

• But currently that research sits behind a paywall 



A government-wide initiative to increase 
access to the results of federally funded 
scientific research 

• February 2013 Memorandum for the Heads of 
Executive Departments and Agencies 

• Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP), 
Executive Office of the President 
◦ Outlined policy principles 
◦ Described the objectives 
◦ Directed agencies to develop a plan to implement 

44 



Once the department’s plan is 
implemented and research is published… 



When the embargo period (12 months) 
for each article is over…. 

ERIC users can still go to 
the publishers’ sites for 
published version, 
which may or may not 
be free 

Full-text peer-reviewed 
manuscript version will be 
open to all ERIC users. If the 
publisher agrees to provide 
a PDF of the published 
article to ERIC that will be 
available too.  



Next steps  
• Finalize Dept. of Education plan 
• Work with other offices in the department to 

identify programs subject to plan 
• Develop procedures and training for 

implementation 
• Implement in phases, beginning with research 

funded by the Institute of Education Sciences 
• Confirm post-embargo access preferences of 

ERIC publisher partners 



Thank you  

Erin Pollard   Pamela Tripp-Melby 
ERIC Project Officer   Director,  National Library of Education 
US Department of Education  US Department of Education 
Erin.Pollard@ed.gov  Pamela.Tripp-Melby@ed.gov 
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mailto:Pamela.Tripp-Melby@ed.gov
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