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- OCQUEVILLE IN THE CL+ SSROOM:
EDUCATORS’ RESOURCE

CHAPTERS 1~ 4

u provide background information helpful for teaching Tocqueville in the classroom
® conmin timelines and brief biographies of Alexis de Tocqueville and Gustave de Beaumont
® can be photocopied for distribution to students and are copyright-cleared for classroom use

CHAPTERS 5-11

u provide a synopses of the seven primary themes emphasized in Tocqueville's Democracy in America
® conuin a short description of the highlighted theme and issues that can be more fully explored
using the teaching modules listed at the end of each chaprer

THE TOCQUEVILLE TEACHING MODULES ARE,

m created by teachers and professors

w listed thematically at the end of each corresponding chapter

& located on the C-SPAN in the Classroom page and the Alexis de Tocqueville page
of the C-SPAN web site at www.c-span.org

These modules include lesson plan ideas and suggested classroom activities. The more than two
dozen modules offer detailed suggestions on how to incorporate C-SPAN's Tocqueville programming

into classroom instruction.

In addition to the modules. the Tocqueville page on the C-SPAN web site at www.c-span.org/alexis/
contains a variety of background information on Tocqueville including:
B sclected passages and quotes from Democracy in America

m photos, and links to sites containing other relevant Tocqueville information
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From May 1997 through February 1998. C-SPAN will
follow Alexis de Tocqueville’s 1831-32 tour of North
America which led to the publication of his classic work,
Democracy in America. The C-SPAN School Bus will
retrace Tocqueville’s route as C-SPAN's cameras chronicle

the young Frenchman's stops. Video vignertes will
acquaint viewers with early 19th century American
history; longer programs will explore historical rics
between the U.S. and France. And at key points during,
this nine-month venrure, C-SPAN will delve into some of
the larger issues Toequeville raised about American society
~— religious freedom. the role of the press, racial equaliy,
the foundations of democracy, and more.

Tocqueville's keen observations of a young American
soctety transcended his time. For more than 160 years,
politicians, journalists, historians, and sociologists have
turned to the pages of Democracy in America for a bedrock
understanding of the unique nature of the American
democraric experiment. As we move toward the new
milleanium, Tocqueville’s work provides an important
reference for a discussion of the issues facing America in
the 21st century.

DEVELOPING OQUR TEACHING MATERIALS

During the development of the Tocqueville project, the
possibilities for classroom applications seemed limitlass.
To provide high school. college, and university educarors
with support materials to accompany C-SPAN
programming, the network invited twenty-five professors
interested in Tocqueville to participate in a workshop for
developing our teaching modules, Over two days in
August 1996, these professors received extensive
background information on Tacqueville, discussed
potential uses for C-SPAN’s Tocqueville programming,
and in the ensuing weeks, designed creative applications
for college classroom integration.

In addition to thesc professors, the 1996 C-SPAN High
Schnol Teacher Fellow, Kevin Sacerdote of
Jacksonville, Florida, worked on various C-SPAN
educator support materials over the summer,

devoring a large portion of his time to the ®

(L1 11 Tl {111 %

Tocqueville project. He embraced che possibifiries of the
programming for use in the high school classroom and
provided numerous suggestions which were added to the
professors’ teaching modules.

The resulting Tocqueville in the Clasoroom: An Educators’
Resource is divided into two parts. The first part provides
background information helpful for teaching Tocqueville.
For this segment, Dr. John Splaine, an education professor
from the University of Maryland and former history
teacher, compiled biographical timetables of Tocqueville
and Gustave de Beaumont, an itinerary of their tour ia
America, and short biographical sketches of numerous
U.S. citizens who ralked with the two Frenchrmen. The
lives they led. the places rhey saw, and the people they mei
in America serve as useful information for undersanding
the origin of Tocqueville’s perceptions of the country.

The second part of this guide lists the teaching modules
created by the Advanced Workshop participants and a
svnopsis of each. Listings are organized according to the
seven themes emphasized by Tocqueville in his work
Demaocracy in America. Each cheme is elaborated upon by
Dr. Stephen Frantzich, chair of the Political Science
Deparrment at the U.S. Naval Academy and the
moderator of the Advanced Workshop. and Kevin
Sacerdote. They raise issues regarding each theme which
can be pursued more fully within the modules. The
modules are available online at www.c-span.org/alexis/
and www.c-span.org/cinc.himl

C-SPAN would like ro thank all the people who made
important contributions to this publication. Dr. Splaine, as
with most of his C-SPAN undertakings, provided
enthusiasm for the project and contributed crirical
background information for the Advanced Workshop. the
programming department, and this publication. Dr.
Franezich cffectively led rhe Advanced Workshop and
spent a significant amount of time editing and organizing
the teaching modules. As our 1996 High School Fellow,
Mr. Sacerdote contributed substantial portions ro this
publicacion. Dr. Edna Medford and Dr. Jack Pitney, as
presenters at the Advanced Workshop, were outstanding
in imparting information and setting the rone for the

ereation of these teaching modules.
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by folnt Splaine. Uvidversity of Marylaid America edited by 1.2 Mayer (London: Faber and
Faber, Ltd.. 1939) includes Tocqueville's travel

notebooks. rranslated by George Lawrence providing

['he following background information provides texts in English of invaluable primary documents.

useful insight that will help educators fully benetit

Andre Jardins Tocquoville: A Biography (New York:

from Tocqueville in the Classroom: An Edwcarors’ . N ) "
Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1988) was crucial in

Resonerce, . T .
developing the chapter "Alexis de Tocqueville: A
L . ) . . Timcline Biography (1803-1859)." Consequently.
B The iincrany for Alexis de Tocqueville and . T ) e
. : A ‘ the resulting timeline is based lirgely on Jardin’s
Gustave de Beaumont’s journey across America

om Mav 9. 1831 ro Fel 0. 183 study as well as supplementary sources. Most
from Mayv 9, 1831 ro February 20. 1832 ] ;

editions of Demacracy in America also include
& A biographical dmehine of biographical information about the anthor.

Alexis de Tocqueville's life (1805 - 1859) he chapter "Gustave de Beaumont: A Timeline

2 A biographical timeline of Biography (1802-1866)" is based on the existing
Gustave de Beaumong's life (1802 - 1866) biographical sketches and the American edition of
Gustave de Beaumont's novel, AMarie, also entitled

Brict biographies of some of Tocqueville's . . .. . .. e
1o8r 1 Savery in the United Srates, (Stanford, California:

Intervicwees . o : ) .
Stanford University Press, 1958) which contains
. e . A introductory biographical material on the author.
I developing the chaprer. "Studving America: The oL e ! o o
. . . - ar R Also usetul in understunding Tocgueville's triend.
Itinerary for Alexis de Tocqueville and Gustave de ; S
: colleague. and traveling companion is Beaumont and
Tocqueville's On the Penirentiary System in the United

States and 1ts Applicasion ro Frunce (Carbondale:

Beaumonr.” George Wilsoi Pierson's Tocguerille and
Bearwmont in America (New York: Oxtord University
Press. 1938, or the paperback edition retided

. or ) ) . . southern Hlinois Universite Press. 1964), which was
Tocquerille 1n America, Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins o . : S
. o . their report ta the French vovernment validating the
University Press, 1996) proved essential in - . ,‘ )
e S . . afficial purpose tor the rip.
chronicling the trip. Pierson’s book is the most

complete while other writers such as Fugene | The final chapter in this section identifies the
McCarthy in his America Revisited: 150 Years Afier backgrounds of some of the individuals Tocqueville
Tocgueville (Garden Ciry, New York: Doubleday & unterviewed while in the United Srates and Canada.
Company, Inc.. 1978) and Richard Reeves in The range of interviews illustrates how Tocquevitle's
American Jorney: Traveling wah locqueville in - purpose cxpanded in theoretical coneept and
Search of Democracy in Anierica (New York: Simon intellectual breadeh as the wrip grew in
and Schuster, 1982) build upon Pierson’s * geographical distance and personal
original rescarch. Tacquevilles forrney to > adventure,

e, “, v,
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A DRAWING OF NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND BY BEAUMONT.
a THE “HAVRE"” WAS FORCED TO LAND IN NEWPORT ON MAY 9, 1831
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 STUDYING AMERICA:

C o i M fei

et e g taan
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Aleais de Tocqueville and Gostave de Baanmont traveled o America in 1831 o seudy the
penttentiary sotem i the United States, The discovered much more. In addition o their
sty of Americas thay embarked on an adventure testing them mengally and physically
against the vagaries or 1 new naton. They encountered heat, cold, humidity, mosguitoes.

and black bears acting as warch dogd” as they crisserossed state and nacional borders,

Fhev almose drowned when their steamboar hit i reef on the Ohio River. Tocqueville was
so il thac their traveds were delaved as Beaumaono nured him back o healih in a Tennessee

log cabin converted into an e Phev covered 738 ¢ miles of North American werritory, not

e et i o

countng thair vy side trips Pheir American tavels came atter their 3.356-mile trip
across the Adanmic w rcach Americasand in 18320 they set sail again retracing those mirles

m order to retn o thar beloved France.
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Atter returning ro - Lrance, Tocquanille swrote Deocecreey i Anrerieg and Beaumont the noved O

Moree, Knowing where tdhe two Prenchmen traveled will help readers undersand theis O

writings. Pl rancrars of therr “Ymerican Odyvasay™ and some dhemes discussed at selecied D)
stes tollos, C '

ArriL 2, 1831 — locquevilie and Beaumony lett e Havre, France. on board he i

American-budde ship the "Hacee”™ The 120-toor sading ship cquipped sath three mases was <

two vedrs old and Lould hold provisions tor up 1o 190 people including the cres. During —

the tap. the “Flavee™ suled against the wind defaving i seheduled arrival and forcing ic o I

maahe 4 bet stop i Newport, Rhode [Mand. [
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May 9 — [n Newport the ravelerswalked on American shores tor che finst time as they

h
headed tor an 5:300 dinner ara local e Mier <pending 37 davs ailing across the Adaniic

Oxcean. thes spent one addivonal night aboard rhe "Havee”

May 10 — locquesille and Beaunmone evplored Newport m the morning and then
boarded dhare v weamboat from Providence, Rbode Land. heading tor New Yok Cey
Ihe "President” navicated the Tong Bsland Sound dowr o Manhaoan Tdand. By 183
many were wing deam o ravel, One taveler recorded inchis journal diad steaniboats ™o

crcath increased as ol Tare vears L that they ) mun almose now be considered amode of lite.”

May 11 — A an 1S-hour onrney, the passengers stepped onto a whart ac Couredlande
Stredt on |hL \.-u[i) \ldL‘ UI- .\].ll)lhlll.ll)A '-()L'l]llt‘\ l! .llk{ Pu'.mmnm l|1L‘l1 IH(I\'CLI i!lln Nl
Boardmehouse 1t 66 Broadwav, s down from Triniee Churdh.

N . . , -
-~ MAY 12 — Noew Yoo ks Veorceds Ldeeresacs announe od dherr armval: “We undestand




UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Historical Era Jacksonian

Head of Government
President Andrew Jackson

Structure and Events
[J.5. House of Represenzatives:

213 Members 141 Democrats
58 Narional Republicans
14 Anti-Masons

iegir-o€EBi 1N3NNHEA09

U.S. Senate:

48 members 25 Democrats

21 National Republicans
2 Anti-Masons

President Jackson develops Indian
policy based mainly on the prospect of
voluntary emigration to bacts west of
the Mississippt River. Under an act of
May 28, 1830, Congress made

provisions for removal of Indians.

The Anti-Masonic party was the first
thivd party in the U.S. The Anti-
Masons appeared in New York State
as a political party opposed to Jackson
and cll secret societies.

The party held a national
nominating convention ut Baltimore,
nominating William Wirt for
President. Some time after the election
of 1836, the party was absorbed by
the Whigs.

Sec. of War Eaton resigns due

to social feud based on his wife being
a former bar maid.

Sec. of State Martin Van Buren
resigns, igniring cabinet restructure.

Chaprer 1 Studying America: The ltinerary for locqueville and Beavnont

that two magistrates, Messrs. de Beaumont and de Tocqueville
{sicl, have arrived in the ship ‘Havre,” sent here by order of the
Minister of the Interior, ro examine the various prisons in our
country, and make a report on their rerurn to France ... In our
country, we have no doubt thar every faciliry will be extended to
the gentlemen who have arrived.”

In New York, Tocqueville and Beaumont discussed the nature of
Americans, and the new nation's characteristics and demographic
composition.

MaY 29 — After resting, visiting, and socializing in New York
City for over two weeks, the French prison commissioners were
ready te study Sing Sing prison. While in the city, they had also
conducrted interviews, collected materials, and organized their
nates in preparation for their work. Aboard a stcamboat heading
up the Hudson River, they diserbarked at the prison located in
Ossining just norch of Tarrytown on the Hudson River.

JUNE 7 — They spent the previous seven davs studying the
prison builr in 1828 and examining the "Auburn” svstem where
thirty guards watched over the 900 inmates as they worked in
silence. The guards used physical punishment 1o enforce the rules.

They returned 1o New York City viz a steamboar traveli g down

the Hudson River.

JUNE 30 — After more interviews and socializing in New York.
Tocqueville and Beaumont took a stoop 15 miles up the Hudson
River to Yonkers atriving in about rwo and a halt hours.

Jury 1 — They took a stcamboat to Peckskill, New York,
where they disembarked waiting for a boar to take them to
Albany. They then boarded the steamboat “North America”
headed tor Albany arriving on July 2. They had wanted tw sce
West Point but their boat was in a race with another craft for
bragging rights on the New York to Albany Jine. The “North
America” won the race as crowds along the Hudson cheered the
victor. Travelers wanting the fastest passage boarded crafts that
won the races, so in addition to the crowd’s resounding approval.
the winning steamer gained more than its share of $2 fares.

Jury 3 — Tocqueville and Beaumont atrended a Shaker religious
meeting in Niskayuna. New York, abour 12 miles north ot Albany.

Jury & — The French anstocrats were invited to participate in an Independence Day
parade. As honored guests. they marched toward the front of the parade.

Beaumont, in a letter o his brother. Jules. described Albanyys transportation links: “The
Hudson gives it the casiest means of communication with New York, which is the
intermediary beaween it and Europes and there is a canal which joins the wacers of the
Hudson with those of Lake Erie and which by this means makes Albany the market of all
the peoples of that part of the west. These communications are soon to be rendered even

10
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Chapter I Studveng America: The lunerary vor Tocquersile and Beawmont

more casy by acroad inivon which is being built at this moment and which will go from
Albany o Schenectady.”

The themes they talked about in Albany included the tederal svstem of the ULS.L state

government tor lack thereof), and how the national state, and local governments interacted.

JuLy 4-5 — [nstead of using the Frie Canal, which had been completed in 1825,
Tocqueville and Beaumont wok stagecoaches heading west along the Mohawk Tl in order
to casily stop and explore along the way, Atter taveling overnight, they stopped in Utica.
Jury 6 — They ook o stagecoach o Syracuse, and on their wav. encountered Indians for
the st time at Oneida Caste,

In Syracuse, they met with a retired prison administrator, Elam {vnds,

JuLy 7 — They left Syracuse in a carriage later riding on horseback o Oneida Take
where they staved at Stevens Blockhouse near Fort Brewerton.

Jury 8 — They explored Frenchman’s Island near Dunham’s Isle in Oneida Lake.
Jury @ — The Frenchmen then rode horses o Auburn to study the 16-vear-old prison there,

While staving in Auburn, they rode horseback for about nwo miles 1o meet Enos T Throop,
the governor of New York, at his modest wooden farmhouse, Because his public service

salary was so dow. Throop had o work six months a vear ta supporc his home and family.

Thirte-vear-old New York senator Witliam H. Seward also lived in Auburn ac e time, and
Harriet Tubmans "underground ralroad”™ eventually operated dhrough the town,

Jury 16 — Tocqueville and Beaumone rode horses to Canandaigua where they staved ac
John Canficld Spencer’s home, the first private home thev lodged acon theie journey. On July
17, Toequeville and Beaumont visited the Ontario Coungys

amshouse.

Juty 18 — They lett Canandaigua using steamboats whenever FRANCE

they could. and boarding stages for the rest of the trip ro Buttalo Historical Era Juely Monarchy
where they arrived July 190 A Large number of Indians were .. ’

gathered there to “receive pavments for land which they had Head of Star

ceded 1o the US. as George W, Pierson deseribed.

King Louis Phillippe
JuLy 19 — Thev boarded 1 small steamier, the "Ohio,” tor the (Duke ofOr/mn.r)

300-mile trip across Lake Lrie o Derroit, Due 1o frequent Loy Strtctiere and Evenrs

rain, the trip ook three davs, July Revolution (July 27-29, 1830)
e - . . : rcurved.

Jury 21 — Fhe "Ohio” stopped brietlv ai Cleveland betore oecst

turning northwest tor Detroit, While ashore. Tocquievitle and Charles X. Bourbon A’iﬂ({, abdicared.

Beaumont walked the streets of this new communiry., Cirizen King Louis [’/Ji]/ippe of

, X _ Orleans crowned.
Jury 22 — [hev landed in Dewonr and saon mounted horses

heading for Pontiac. the Fline River. and other sites along, the /‘,‘1/0’{1]9‘"””}? of the lg,t)m‘;‘{ll’lltl(nlﬂ/
Michigan tronders @ frontier that was moving westward at aboun e aricy of rance aitowe f(}r.
1= miles per vear 1. initiation of legislation in the
(& IOV o ;
t Chamber of Deputies
Jury 23 — Arrival in Ponuac. 2. suppression (}fa')zxors/n'p
) , , T 3. discontinued recognition of Roman

- ' 5 renthg, e ! o atholicism as the stute religion.
J.U,LY 24 — \fer spending the evening, they ettt Pondac fo Cathol i the state religion
daginaw.

1]
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Government: Federal Republic

strong democratic tradition

Executive Branch: President

Serves as both Chief of State and
Head of Government. Elected for
four-year term; maximum two-term
limit.

966 1 Luawuuanog

Current president: William Jefferson
Clinton; elecied first term, Nov. 3,
1992; elected second term, Nov. 5,
1996.

Cabinet: appointed by President with
Senate approval.

Legistative Branch; Bicameral Congress

Senate:

2 per state (100 toral), elected for
G-year term.

House of Representatives:

(435 total) based on population of
State. Elected for 2 year term.

Chapter | Stzedying Amerrca The linevary for Tocaweiifle and Beaswomont

Jury 25 — Tocqueville and Beaumont proceeded woward
Saginaw where they would find wilderness and the frontier's edge.
They crossed the Fline River in an Indian pirogue and, after 2 long
journey that exhausted them and their guides. they arrived ac the
village of about 30 people consisting of English, French. Indian,
and individuals of mixed backgrounds.

Jury 28 — After leaving Saginaw and returning across the Fline
River, Tocqueville and Beaumont rode horseback on their way back
to Pontiac, oceasionally dismounting on rough trails and walking
through the thicket. They arrived in Detroit on Julyv 30-31.

AucusTt 1 — Whilc in Detroit, they visited the nearby
Michigan territon’s prison. Changing their plans. Tocqueville and
Beaumont turned around heading once again for the northwest as
they boarded the ten-year-old touring stcamboat. the “Superior.”
The vessel was taking one of the first sight-secing cruises to Sault
Sainte Marie so passengers could view Lake Superiar, The
planned tour then ok the passengers to the fronuer villoae of
Green Bay in the Wisconsin territory.

AucusT 2 — They sailed on Lake Saint Clair and up the Saint
Clair River to Lake Fluron and on <o Fort Gratiot located near Saule
Sainte Marie. which apened the wav to Lake Superior. The weather
was poar and thev remained anchored at Fort Gratiou for two davs,
leaving on August -ith.

Judicial Branch: Supreme Court ~ AUGUST S — Thev arrived at Sault Sainte Marie late at night
and spent the evening on the boat.
AUGUST 6 — After staving in Sault Sainte Marie and riding the St Mans River rapads in

a birchbark canoe. they left for Lake Superior in an Indian canoe. Thev traveled 1o the
southeast corner of Lake Superior.

AucusT 7 — They landed in Michilimackinac, leaving that night for Green Bay

AucusT 9 — \ia Lake Michigan, Tocqueville and Beaumont landed in Green Bay in the

morning.

AucusT 10-17 ~— Thev left Green Bay on the "Superior” passing through
Michilimackinac, Mackinac. Detroit, and crossing Lake FEric 1o Buftdo.

AUGUST 17-19 — Once in Buffalo. rhey leased a carviage 1o visic Niagora Fall where
they explored for a couple of days.

AuGusT 20 — Tocqueville and Beaumont boarded a steamboat. the recently built "Great
Brivain,” for the trip over Lake Ontario and up the St. Lawrence River to Menteal, Canada

AycusT 23 — They arrived in Montreal. Although there is no record of the landmarks
they visited in the island ciry, Tacqueville and Beaumont must have spent time inthe
aarkets at Place Jacques-Cartier and visited the recently built Notre-Dame Builica. the
largest church in North America.

AucuUsT 24 — They left Montreal embarking on a 20-hour trip aboard the steamboat
“lohn Molson.” cruising along the St. Lawrence River to Quebec Ciry.

12




Chaprer 1 Sendsvong Amerna T Tenerars for logreville and Beanmont

AucusT 25 — locquerille and Beaumonrt disembarked on Quebec Ciey's busy wharves

i s cemmeree-fitfed fower own. Phey spent the nexe couple of davs sighusecing, visiting
the Huron village of Torerte and the falls where the Montmoreney River and the St

[ renee meet,

AucusT 29 — In order o wlhowidy French-speaking villagers, Tocquevitle and Beawmont

went to Beanporte asmall village abec five miles oucside of Quebec Ciry,

AucusT 31 — From Quchee it dhev ok the steamboat "Richelicn”™ down the St

1awrence River back 1o Monureal.

seprTEMBER 2 — On the same dav they arrived in Montreal. they hoarded the steamier

“Vovageut” tor La Prairic where they took acarriage to Sainu Jean. Thev then sailed along

Lake Champlain aboard the cceamer *Phoenix.”

SEPTEMBER 4-5 — They returned o the United States tor one night in Whitchali, New

York. betore travelieg by Carriage to Albany.

sepTEMBER 7 — Phev lett Albany and stopped in Stockbridge. Massachuserts, where
Tocqueville mer 20-vear-old Theodore Sedgwick L who would help him when the lacter

was stationed 10 France, Ther missed meeting Catherine Maria Sedgawick, @ well-known

American novelise They fett stodkbridge heading to Boston.

seprEMBER 9 — Thev arrived in Boston staving at the
Marlboro Hotel on Washingron Street before moving to the
more conttortable and tallv serviced Tremont House hotel,
the tist Juxury accommodations i the Uniced States twith
cighe waterdlosers and cight baiheubs). The hotel was buile in
1529 At the openimg dinner Congressmuan Edward Lveren
deseribed “this noble house . tor the accommodation of
tanddlersoa dass afmenswhoo T ihink, Al an important place
M angiety.

I Boston thev metwidh iormer President John Quaney
Adams, Flistoran Lared Sparks. Tarvard Universine President
foaady Qi Treoand dhe alieady famed arator Senator
Dantel Webster of Massachusettso who i 1830 had debated

south Carolina senator Roberi ¥ THavine,

W hile 1in Boston, Tocqueville and Baaumone studied nearby
Charlestonn’s prisonc during several visits, And once again,
the Frendhmen marched ina patriotic parade on Seprember
P20 The parade ended ac Fancuid Hall with speeches
.ui\l)\.‘llll]g l'nli\ll Illklcl‘clhlt'lkgl

Vmony the themes discussed during cheir fong saw in Boston
were the "Union” past and presents the state of Amenican
cducanon: and the mamy tradivons upon which New
Faglands selitzovernment was based,

octoseERrR 3 — ['he Prendhmen Tett Boston Tor Hattord
ctagecoach. I Hlaord. then discussed American justice with
otticials and spent mudh of theit nime studving the prison at
W cthensticld ind the Connecticut ssstem o justice.
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FRANCE
Government: chu('?/if

Jfifth republic

Executive Branch:

President: Chief of Stare, promulgates
laws, head of armed forces, right to
pardon. Elected for seven-year rerm.
Current president: facques Chirac;
elecred May 7, 1995.

Prime Minister: Chief of Government,
appointed by president, determines policy,
submits government bills and executes
them. Current Prime Minister: Alain Juppe

Cabinet: Council of Ministers, appointed
by President on suggestion of Prime
Minister,

Legislative Branch: Bicameral Parliament
Senate:

(321 members), elected for 9-year term,
by indirect suffrage.

National Assembly:

(577 members), elected for 5-year 1erm,

by direct suffrage.
fudicial Branch: Constitutional Court
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Chapter 1 Stuckveng America: The Linerary for Tocquevidic and Beawmornt

In the 1830s, abour 500 stagecoaches left Boston each week. They traveled eight wo ten
miles an hour and could reach New York Ciry in a day and a halt'at a cost of about $10.
A shorter trip to Providence was $2.50 and ro Hartford. Connecricut, abour $6 to 7.

OcToBER 8 — Aboard a steamboat traveling from Hartford down the Connccticut River

through Long lsland Sound to the East River, they reached their New York boardinghouse
late that night.

ocroBeRrR 11-12 — Thev wok another sceamship down the Adantic coast betore waking
a stagecoach overnight to Philadelphia.

ocToBER 12-28 — In Philadelphia, Tocqueville and Beaumont interviewed. among
others, lawyers Charles J.-Ingersoll, a friend of the Banapartes, and Peter S. Duponeeau, a
Frenchman-turned-American.

While in Pennsylvania, the prison commissioners studied the prison svstem which
emphasized solitary confinement and Bible study. Tocqueville made eight visits 1o the
Eastern State Penitendary in nearbv Cherrv Hill.

In addition to studying prison reform, as they had when they wured Sing Sing. Auburn,
Charlestown, and Hartford. the Frenchmen continued their observations of associations in
the U.S. as well as gaining insight on the potential “tvranny of the majorin.”

OCTOBER 28-NoveEMBER 6 — Tocqueville and Beaumont most likely used a
combination of steamship and stagecoach to reach Baltimore. They interviewed individuals
for over a week including 94-vear-old Charles Carroll. the oldest living signer of the
Declaration of Independence.

In Maryland, they again discussed American education, both public and private. race and
slavery, and freedom of the press and the power of public opinion. They also furthered their
understanding of the “tyranny of the majorine.”

NovemMBER 7 — They returned 10 Philadelphia to prepare for their uip to the southwesr.
Among their interviews, Tocqueville and Beaumont talked with Nicholas Biddle. the
president of the Bank of the United States. and Joel R, Poinsert, former Unired Stites
Ambassador to Mexico.

NoveEMBER 22 —— Tocqueville and Beaumont took a stagecoach for the 72-hour journey

over the Allegheny Mountains to Pitesburgh on their way to the Ohio Vallev and the
American southwest.

NoveEMBER 25 — They left Pittsburgh for the trip down the Ohio River 1o Cincinnati
aboard the steamboat “Fourth of July.”

NOVEMBER 26 — Just up river from Wheeling, the “Fourth of July” hit the Burlington
Reef stranding Tocqueville, Beaumont, and the other passengers. In the 1830s, about one-
third of the steamboats had accidents.

NoveMBER 27 — After spending the night on the snowy banks of the Ohio River. the
steamship "William Parsons” picked them up.

DeEceEMBER 1 — The travelers arrived in Cincinnati where they conferred with 23-vear-
old Salmon D Chase, United States Supreme Court Justice John Mclean, and the 28-vear-
old Harvard-educated lawyer Timathy Walker.

pomd
o










































































































































































































